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both in China and in Japan, reminds us 
of the immense opportunities of the 
largest service that this enterprise offers. 
We are still talking of missions as 
though they were merely a matter of 
the evangelization of heathen com- 
munities, and the faithful carrying-out 
of board policies and programs, for- 
getting that it has won its victories in 



the past because in the Providence of 
God there have never been wanting to 
it men of rich intellectual and spiritual 
gifts, magnanimous, sagacious, courage- 
ous, willing with all their hearts to 
drudge when drudgery is required, but 
competent also to meet extraordinary 
emergencies and to direct the large 
affairs of the kingdom of God. 



[This discussion will be continued in April "Biblical World"] 



SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS OF BIBLE CLUBS 
USING THE OUTLINE COURSES 

Every month from October to June there will be presented in this department of the Biblical 
World suggestions to leaders of Bible Classes, desiring to use as a basis for class work either 
the outline Bible-study course on "The Lite of Christ" prepared by Ernest D. Burton, 
or that on "The Foreshadowtngs or the Christ" by William R. Harper. Suggestions 
are prepared by Georgia Louise Chambf.rt.tn, Secretary of the Reading and Library De- 
partment of the American Institute of Sacred Literature, who will be glad to consider 
any questions which club leaders may choose to address to the Institute. 

The Life ol Christ 1 



The leader of the class must look for- 
ward in his textbook over at least fifteen 
sections in advance of the necessary limits 
of the portion of the life of Jesus to be 
covered this month. We are now begin- 
ning the study of that momentous journey 
of Jesus to Jerusalem which, although 
accomplished by stages and interrupted by 
retirement from the city, finally gave 
to his enemies the long-sought opportunity 
to put him to death. Impelled by we know 
not what great motive, whether a feeling 
that if he must die, he would seek the spot 
where he might be at the center of the na- 
tional life and reach the greatest number 
with his last warnings; or perhaps in the 
consciousness of his great mission, feeling 
a sense of the poetic justice of dying in that 



holy city, where the prophets before him 
had struggled for a hearing and lost, we 
do not know. Certain it is from Jesus' 
own words that in setting his face toward 
Jerusalem, he was facing death, not only 
for himself, but possibly for his disciples. 

Every event, every discourse in this 
period should be considered therefore with 
the situation vividly in mind. If a former 
teaching of Jesus reappears here, it may be 
that it is for the last time. If his teaching 
be new, its force is enhanced by the feeling 
that it was expressed under the pressure 
of necessity of "working while the day 
lasted, for the night in which no man could 
work" was rapidly coming. 

In view of this situation, the work should 
be presented as one great event, the journey 



'The textbook for this course is The Life of Christ, by Ernest D. Burton; 50 cents, plus 
4 cents postage. Address the American Institute or Sacred Literature, University of 
Chicago, Chicago, 111. 
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with each section an incident relating to the 
whole, rather than as a series of equally 
important events. 

Program I 

Leader: Brief resume of the situation 
and possible reasons for Jesus' desire to 
seek Jerusalem. 

Members of the class: (i) The "advance 
guard " of Seventy and their work. (2) The 
story of the Good Samaritan as a teaching 
story. (3) The Bethany home. (4) The 
controversies with the Pharisees. 

Subject for discussion: Could Jesus 
have been true to his mission, and at the 
same time more politic in his dealing with 
the Pharisees at this time ? 

Program II 

Leader: Jesus in his use of prayer and his 
teaching concerning it. 

Members of the class: (1) Evidences of 
Jesus' appreciation and enjoyment of nature. 



(2) The dinner-table conversation arranged 
as a dialogue. (3) The story of the two sons 
and its lesson to those who heard it from the 
lips of Jesus. (4) An analysis of Jesus' 
attitude toward riches and those who pos- 
sessed them. 

Subject for discussion: Did Jesus teach 
irresponsibility concerning the future? 

Reference Reading 

Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the 
Messiah, II, pp. 126-264; Stalker, The Life of 
Christ, pp. 167-70; Edersheim, Jesus the 
Messiah, pp. 293-423; Gilbert, The Student- 
Life of Jesus, chap, xiv; Farrar, The Life of 
Christ, chaps, xliii-xliv; Rhees, The Life of 
Jesus, Part II, chap, v; Burton and Mathews, 
The Life of Christ, chaps, xxi-xxiv; Holtz- 
mann, The Life of Jesus, chaps, xii— xiii; Weiss, 
Life of Christ, Book VI, chaps, i-v. 

Consult Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible 
and Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels for 
special articles. 



The Foreshadowing^ of the Christ 1 



Events of stirring political and religious 
significance form the background for the 
study of the month. Merely to enumerate 
them is to feel the thrill of their movement. 
The sudden rise to prominence of the rude 
Scythians of the north brought them, with 
devastating power in their greed for the con- 
quest of Egypt, into the territory of Israel. 
The crowning of King Josiah, followed by 
his sweeping reformation and, soon after, his 
sudden death, brought perplexity and con- 
sternation. The centralization of worship 
at Jerusalem, which was a fundamental 
principle of Josiah's reform, gave a newly 
acquired importance to the temple, and to 
the city of Jerusalem as the special habitat 
of Jehovah. The persistent warnings of 
Jeremiah, through fifty years of alternating 
hope and despair, drove the people either to 



devotion or to madness and indifference. 
Finally the invasion of Nebuchadnezzar, 
ending in the siege and capture of Jerusalem, 
brought a final note to the history of the 
ancient city, which in the light of Jehovah's 
promises was as difficult for the devout as 
for the skeptical to understand. There was 
no lack of picturesqueness in the external 
events of this period. The thoughtful 
teacher will, however, go below these more 
spectacular features, and consider the 
religious tragedy which lay behind. He will 
not easily forget, nor overlook in his presen- 
tations, the religious interpretation of the 
events of life which was the striking charac- 
teristic of Hebrew thought. The Scythians 
represented to them the scourging wrath 
of Jehovah. Having been swept into whole- 
sale repentance by the finding of the great 



"The textbook for this course is The Fores hadowings of the Christ, by William Rainey Harper; 
50 cents, plus 4 cents postage. Address the Ame rican Institute op Sacked Literature, 
University of Chicago, Chicago, 111. 
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law book, and congratulating themselves 
upon the deserved favor of Jehovah in the 
reign of their good king Josiah, they are 
plunged into despair and skeptical unbelief 
at the unexpected catastrophe of the death 
of Josiah. They repudiated his reforma- 
tions and the prophet who had championed 
it. The nation hurled itself into a period 
of idolatry unprecedented in its history. 
Uncertain, wavering, anxious on the one 
hand, and frivolous and pleasure-seeking on 
the other, the city was unprepared for the 
invasion of Nebuchadnezzar. The capture 
of the city by Nebuchadnezzar and the 
importation of the citizens of Babylon 
struck the final blow to the religion of the 
vast majority, and left the faithful few to 
work out in a foreign land the problem 
of Jehovah's omnipresent and omniscient 
power. 

Care should be taken to divide the work 
in such a way as to make it unnecessary 
to present too much of this vast picture at 
one time. Let each great change stand out 
clearly. 

Program I 

Leader: The Scythians: Their character 
and their conquest. 

Members of the class: (i) Jeremiah's 
interpretation of the Scythian invasions. 
(2) King Josiah and the Reformation. (3) 
The main principles of the book of Deuter- 
onomy and their significance; that is: one 
God, one place of worship, one priesthood. 
(4) The death of Josiah and the disastrous 



consequences. (5) A reading of the Book 
of Habakkuk in dialogue form. 

Subject for discussion: Was Josiah's 
reformation genuine or superficial ? 

Program II 

Leader: Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, his 
dominion and ambitions; his policy as a 
conqueror. 

Members of the class: (1) Some symbolic 
acts of Jeremiah. (2) Jeremiah's character 
as illustrated in his relations with the king. 
(3) Jeremiah's comforting messages to the 
faithful. (4) The characteristics of the 
messianic times as pictured by Jeremiah. 
(5) The fall of Jerusalem. 

Subject for discussion: In what respects 
was Jeremiah different from a reformer in 
modern times? 

Reference Reading 

Kent, The History of the Hebrews, II, pp. 
167-204; Wade, Old Testament History, pp. 375- 
89; Smith, Old Testament History, chap, xiv; 
Kent, Historical Bible, III, pp. 192-254; Cham- 
berlin, Hebrew Prophets, chap, xi; Sanders and 
Kent, Messages of the Earlier Prophets, pp. 
187-293; Goodspeed, Israel's Messianic Hope, 
chap, vi; Briggs, Messianic Prophecy, chap, 
viii; Driver, The Book of the Prophet Jeremiah; 
volumes on Jeremiah and Deuteronomy, Cam- 
bridge Bible for Schools and Colleges and the 
Century Bible. 

Consult Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, 
one-volume and four- volume editions, for special 
articles. 



